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Today,  Sunday  28th  May  2006,  'Brainwaves  

N.I.'  lost  one  of  its  founding  members.  Born  

3rd  April  1946,  Billy  Ferguson  had just  

turned  sixty. 

 

In  1994  Billy,  alongside  Pamela  Watson,  

helped  establish  a  support  group  for  brain  

tumour  sufferers,  their  families  and  their  

carers.  This  group,  throughout  the  years  

since  its  foundation,  has  continued  to  work  

on  behalf  of  people  who  have  been  

confronted  with  the  trauma of being  

diagnosed  with  a  brain  tumour.   

 

When  Billy  was  first  diagnosed  he was  faced  

with  the  type  of  news  which  has  been  

presented  to  so  many  over  the  years.  He   

and  his family  faced  a  future  which  was  

suddenly  turned  on its  head.  However,  Billy  

and  those  like  him  at  that  time,  were  being  

left  to  their  own  devices  once  they  were  

discharged  from  hospital.  There  was  no   one  

to  confide  in,  no  form  of  support  or  advice  

which  patients  or  their  families  could  avail  

of.  It  obviously  concerned  Billy  when  he  

saw  how  neglected  people  like  himself  and  

his  family were.  There  is  no  doubt  that  he  

vowed  that  such  a  situation  should  not  

continue.   

 

Confronted  with  such  circumstances  Billy  

and  Pamela  Watson  brought  together  patients  

and  families  and  thus  began  the  embryonic 

'Brainwaves  N.I.'  which  has  flourished  into  

the  group it  is  today.  For  the  first  time  a  

patient  and  his/her  family/carer  was  able  to  

talk  to  people  experiencing  similar  

difficulties.  Needless  to  say  this  proved  a  

great  comfort  to  many  who   basically  had  

nowhere  to  turn  once  they  left  hospital.   

 

Billy  was  always  a  great  supporter  of  

patients  and  their  families.  He  knew,  like  all  

brain  tumour  patients  know,  that  this  is  a  

very  unpredictable  illness.  He  fought  it  in  a  

way  that  people  like  Billy  approach  

everything  in  life,  with  great  dignity  and  

courage.  He  knew  that  his  grip  on  life  was  

always  tenuous.  Despite  all  this  he  fought  to  

the  end  to  stay  with  those  he  loved  and  

who  loved  him.  We  say  farewell  to  a  good  

friend  and  colleague.  God  grant  him  a  safe  

haven. 

 

To  Kate,  his  wife,  Ruairi  and  Claire,  his  

children,  our  sincerest  condolences.  Billy  

was  a one-off.  He  will  be  greatly  missed.   

Billy  on  a  recent  visit  

to  Rome 

Born  3rd April 1946                

Died   28th May 2006 
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The  official  launch  of  the  

Northern  Ireland  Neurological  

Charities  Alliance  was  to  take  

place  at  11.00 a.m.  on  

Thursday  25th  May  in  óThe  

Long  Galleryô,  Stormont  and  

would  be  hosted  by  Kieran  

McCarthy,  MLA,  the  Alliance  

Party.   

 

It  was  felt  that,  while  there  

would  be  those  from  the  

Alliance  itself  taking  part,  

there  was  also  a need  for  a  

wider  audience.  To  this  extent  

Professor  Ingrid  Allen,  the  

president  of  the  neurological  

alliance,  would  be  adding  

names  to  the  list  and  would  

be  drafting  the  letter  of  

invitation.  These  letters  would  

be  going  out  on  either  

Tuesday  or  Wednesday  of  

next  week,  2nd  &  3rd  May.  

There  were  some  40/50  names  

on  the  list  so  far  and  that  

was  to  be  added  to  by  Ingrid.  

The  maximum  number  of  

delegates  permitted  under  the 

Health  and  Safety  regulations  

would  be  no  more than  80-85. 

 

The  manifesto,  to  be  

produced,  would  have  5-6  key  

points  which  would  be  

discussed  in  the  intervening  

few  weeks.  Rosemary  Hamill  

of  Parkinsons  Disease  

Association  would  be  doing  

the  introduction.  Kieran  

McCarthy  would  also  speak  

as  he  is  hosting  the  event.   

 

Media  and  press  releases  

would  be  done  by  Kieran  

Harris.  These  would  include  

all    newspapers  as  well  as  

UTV  and  BBC  etc.  Coverage   

of  the  event  itself  would  be  

also  be  sought.   

 

Each  organisation  was  to  

provide  a  poster  and  a  very  

short  synopsis  of  the  history  

of  the  particular  organisation.   

 

It  was  also  agreed  that  the  

mission  statement  would  be  

changed to  include  the  words   

óadults  and  childrenô  instead  

of ópeopleô. The word  

óindividualsô  might  be  

included  at  a  later  date.   

 

The óNorthern  Ireland  

Neurological   Chari t ies  

Allianceô  has  made  a  response  

to  the  DWP  Green  Paper  óA  

New  Deal  for  Welfare:  

Empowering  People  to  Workô.   

Three  hundred  responses  were  

received  in  connection  with  

the  green  paper.   

 

Each  group  belonging  to  the  

alliance  was  asked  to  submit  

an  estimate  of  the  number  of  

people  it  would  normally  deal  

with. 

 

Kieran  Harris  stated  that  Dr  

Gavin McDonnell  had  

informed  him  that  he  was  

concerned  about  the  possibility  

of  respite  care  in  Foster  

Green  being  downsized,  if  not  

eroded  altogether  and  moved  

to  Musgrave  Park.  He  was  

asking  for  the  Allianceôs  help  

in  challenging  this  possibility.   

Kieran  suggested  that  it  might  

be  a  good  idea  if  perhaps     

Dr  McDonnell  was  invited  to  

one  of  our  meetings.  Respite  

care  was  extremely  important.  

It  was  said  that  the  respite  

facilities  provided  by  Dr  

McDonnell  at  Foster  Green  

was  excellent.  There  people  

received  a full medical  workout  

and  assessment. At Foster  

Green  there  was  a  complete  

package  rather  than  a  system  

where  boxes  were  simply  

ticked.  It  was  agreed  that  Dr  

McDonnell  should  be  invited  

to  our  June  meeting. 

 

Sandra  Campbell  of  the  

óProgressive  Supranuclear  

Palsy  Associationô,  attending  

for  the  first  time,  said  that  a  

Professor  McGaverick  was  

organising  a  neurological  road 

show   which  would  be  going  

out  on  the  roads  of  Northern  

Ireland.  Anyone  wishing  to  

attend  would  be  welcome.  

This  road show    would  be  a  

master-class  for  GPs  in  the  

area  of  neurological  

conditions. 

 

One  member  raised  the  issue  

of  there  being  problems  in  

nursing  homes  regarding  the  

provision  of  seating  e.g.  for  

such  as  Alzheimer  sufferers.  

Apparently  relatives  had  been  

having  difficulty  arranging  

such  seating.  She  stated  that  

the  nursing  homes  should  be  

providing  this  seating   in  the  

same way  as  seating  was  

provided  in  ordinary  homes  

by  the  relevant  care  

authorities.    

 

There  will  be  a  report  on  the  official  launch  at  Stormont  in  the  next  edition. 
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Philip was diagnosed in 2001 with a low grade 

astrocytoma and managed to carry on with work 

and most other activities until November 2004. 

At this time he underwent surgery to remove part 

of the tumour. Unfortunately, after a second 

surgery in August 2005 Philip suffered severe 

left-sided weakness and spent several weeks in 

hospital.  

Philip was able to return home, but Karen has 

had to give up her job to care for him, along with 

the help of several care-givers. A few weeks ago 

Karen and Philip aquired a wheelchair accessible 

vehicle and Brainwaves were able to contribute 

by funding a winch to assist with loading Philip 

and wheelchair into the vehicle.  

The ability to take Philip out and about has made 

life brighter for both Philip and his family. They 

wish to express their sincere thanks to all at 

Brainwaves for their support. 

From  Karen  Dennison 

Philip  being  helped  into  the  wheelchair  

accessible  vehicle  for  an  outing. 

Philip  enjoying  the  outing. 

To  Jane  Cherry  and  her  friends  from  

óMcLaughlin & Harveyô  our  congratulations  on  

completing  the  13 mile  marathon  walk  on  

Monday  1st  May.  They  nominated  óBrainwaves  

N.I.ô  to  receive  whatever  monies  were  raised  

through  their  sponsorship. 

 

Without  such  people  as  Jane  and  her  friends  

we  would  be  unable  to  provide  the  kind  of 

help  we  feel  our  members,  and  indeed  anyone  

diagnosed  with  a  brain  tumour,  deserve. 

 



4 

The  girls  from  ‘McLaughlin & Harvey’  complete  their  13 mile  

marathon  walk  for  ‘Brainwaves  N.I.’.  We  would  like  to  thank  them  

sincerely  for  nominating  us  as  the  charity  of  their  choice.   

Disclaimer:  'Brainwaves  N.I.'  reserves  the  right  to  accept  or  refuse  any  article  

submitted  to  our  news-sheet.  The  views  expressed  in  each  article   submitted  to  

'Brainwaves  N.I.'  belong  to  its  author  and  do  not  necessarily  represent  the  views  of  

the  'Brainwaves N.I.'  group.  'Brainwaves  N.I.'  strongly  recommend  that   you  discuss  

your  condition  with  a  doctor  and/or  in  neuro-oncology  before  embarking  on  any  

medical  treatment  or  accepting  any  opinion  expressed  in  the  'Brainwaves  N.I.'       

news-sheet. 

Remember  to  visit  our  website  at: www.brainwaves-ni.org 


