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Janis  McCulla ,  óPatient   &  Public  Involvement  

Coordinatorô  of  NICaN,  spoke  at  our  meeting  on  the  

14th  of  this  month. 

Also  present  at  our  meeting  were  

two  visitors  from  Scotland,  Alan  

Gow,  óDevelopment  Coordinator  

for  Macmillan  Cancer  Supportô  

and  Trisha  Thombon,  óUser  

Support  &  Involvement  Grants  

Officerô 

NICaN  refers  to  óNorthern  Ireland  Cancer  Networkô,  the  

managed  clinical  network  for  cancer  services.  It  works  

towards  the  continuous  improvement  in  cancer  care  and  

cancer  survival  for  the  people  of  Northern  Ireland. 

The  chairperson  of  the  network  is  Ms  Norma  Evans.  It  

comprises  two  groups: 

1. Theme  group:  primary  care;  chemotherapy;  

nursing;  etc. 

2. Tumour  groups:  These  were  tumour  specific.  I.e.  

breast  cancer,  bowel  cancer;  etc 

These  groups  get together  to  discuss  and  work  for  what  

is  needed to  advance  cancer  care.  

The  idea  is  that  this  can  be  achieved  by  actively  

supporting  groups  of  health  professionals,  patients  and  

voluntary  sector  representatives  to  work  together  in  a  

coordinated  way  across  geographical,  organizational  and  

professional  boundaries. 

Janis  said  that  improvement  in the  quality  and  equity  of  

services  for  patients,  regionally,  was  what  was  being  

sought.  In  this  respect  there  was  a  need  for  everyone  

who  had  a  vested  interest    in   ensuring  this  equality  of  

service  to  work  together .  Access  to  treatment  at  the  

right  time  was  important  therefore  the targeting  of  

services  was  needed.  Patients  and  public  working  

together.  This  was  of  fundamental  importance. 

Patients  needed  the  reassurance  that  they  would  receive  

the  correct  treatment  at  the  correct  time  on  their  cancer  

journey.  Gaps  needed  to be  filled.  Patients  needed  to  be  

pointed  towards  the  appropriate  services  at  the  right  

times.  For  Janis  and  NICaN  the  idea  of  ósignpostingô  

was  such  an  attempt  to  fill  these  gaps . 

Perhaps  the  simplest  explanation  of  ósignpostingô  is  that  

it  is  an  attempt  to  indicate  where  patients  are  on  their  

cancer  journey  and  the  type  of  treatment  they  should  

expect  at  each  of  these  stages.  

Janis  explained  that  NICaN  has  links  to  various  cancer  

groups,  including  óBrainwaves  N.I.ô.  Partnerships  were  

an  essential  ingredient.  Ideas  were  needed.  These  ideas  

needed  to  be  shared.  For  Janis  support  groups  such  as  

óBrainwaves  N.I.ô  were  a  primary  source  for  these  ideas.  

She  asked  that  our  group  not  be  shy  in  putting  forward  

any  ideas  which  might  help  enhance  the  treatment  which  

patients  receive  on  their  cancer  journey.  What  was  

required  at  different  stages  of  this  journey?  What  areas  

needed  addressing? 

NICaN  talks  of  cancer-centred  frameworks.  Linking  

groups  was  very  important.  Language  was  important.  

Patients  needed  to  understand  what  they  read.    

Janis  also  made  the  point,  

which  is  very  relevant  to  our  

own  members,  that  carers  are  

important.  Clinicians  are  often 

too  busy  to  become  involved  

too  much.  Carers  therefore  

become  an  indispensable  

part  of  the  equation. 
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Janis  McCulla  Addresses  May  Meeting 

Janis  McCulla  from  NICaN  mingles  with  the  members  after  her  talk. 

Alan  and  Trisha  speaking  

to  members 

Mr  Nagaria,  (Lead  for  Neuro-Oncology  MDT),  Consultant                 

Neurosurgeon,  will speak  at  our  next  meeting,  June  11th. 
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Macmillan  and  Cancerbackup  announced  in  January  that  

they  have  agreed  to  merge. 

According  to  Macmillan  it  is  a  great  opportunity  to  

build  on  the  strength  of  both  organisations,  enabling  

them  to  develop  a  joint  vision  to  reach  more  people  

affected  by  cancer  with  the  information  and  support  they  

need,  when  and  where  they  need  it.   

Macmillan  Cancer  Support  will  continue   to  deliver  its  

full  range  of  medical,  practical,  emotional  and  financial  

support,  and  Cancerbackupôs  existing  services  will  be  

expanded  and  enhanced. 

Macmillan Cancer Support and Cancerbackup are delighted 

to announce that they have agreed to merge. The merger will 

further the aims of both charities to ensure that, across the 

UK, everyone affected by cancer will get faster and enhanced 

access to high-quality information at every stage of their 

cancer journey. 

Both Macmillan and Cancerbackup are dedicated to 

supporting people affected by cancer. Macmillan develops 

and provides a wide range of medical, practical, emotional 

and financial services, including the distribution of 

information. Cancerbackup is the specialist cancer 

information charity, recognised as the UKôs leading source of 

high-quality information on every cancer. 

On  Tuesday  11th  March  2008  I  was  invited  along  to  St  Paulôs  Church,  Ballinderry  

Road,  Lisburn  to  receive  a  cheque  on  behalf  of  óBrainwaves  N.I.ô.   

Our  charity  was  nominated  by  Mary  Holmes  and  was  accepted  by  their  fundraisers  as   

their  chosen  charity  for  this  year.  The  cheque  was  for  £3,000. 

They  achieved  this  through  holding  indoor  bowls  events  and  collections.  These  events  

were  sponsored  by  J.C. Pattersons. 

It  was  during  one  of  these  matches  that  I  was  presented  with  the  cheque  by  Mr  Brian  

Allen  on  behalf  of  the  above  fundraisers  and  J.C. Pattersons. 

Many  thanks  to  all  who  took  part  as  either   player  or  spectator. 

Article  by  Rose  Holt 

N.B.  A  further  £116  has  been  added  to  this  donation  since  this  article  was  written. 

Rose  Holt  presents  a  

cheque  for  £3,000  to  

óBrainwaves N.I.ô  

treasurer  Nathena  

McCloy 

The merger, which will be effected by a transfer of 

Cancerbackup to Macmillan Cancer Support, was expected to 

take place within approximately six weeks  of  the  January  

announcement. On completion, two of Cancerbackupôs 

existing trustees, including Dr Maurice Slevin, currently 

Chairman of Cancerbackup, will join the expanded Board of 

Macmillan Cancer Support. 

The merger will enable Cancerbackupôs existing services to be 

expanded and enhanced as they join with Macmillanôs full 

range of services, to the benefit of people affected by cancer, 

their families and carers.  Information services will be 

delivered under the sub-brand Macmillan Cancerbackup and 

will include: 

¶ improved telephone helpline support through an enhanced 

direct cancer information service with access to cancer 

information nurses, nutritionists,  financial and other 

experts 

¶ enhanced information on the Macmillan Cancerbackup 

website and in booklet and new formats, based on need 

¶ accessible, approachable information and support centres 

throughout the UK, not only providing high quality 

support but also acting as central points for outreach 

services 

 

 

To  Karen  Dennison  and  her  friends  we  say  thank  you  for  the  

very  generous  donation  of  £2,254.00.   
 

Karen  lost  her  husband  Philip  to  a  brain  tumour  and  this  

donation  is  in  lieu  of  flowers  for  Philip. 
 

Many  contributions  were  made,  too  many  to  acknowledge  

individually  in  our  news-sheet. 
 

To  those  who  contributed  our  thanks.  To  Karen  our  deepest  

sympathy. 

 

 

To  óThe  Bets  Clubô  our  thanks  for  their  kind  

donation  of  £125. 

 

This  is not  the  first  donation  we  have  received  

from  the  club  and  we  thank  them  sincerely  for  

their  continued  support. 

 

Obviously  such  regular  support  is  greatly  

appreciated  by  our  group. 


